BOOK   I.

OF THE

ATMOSPHERE.

TL HE atmosphere is that invisible elastic fluid whicf *
surrounds the earth to an unknown height, and encloses
it on all sides. It received its name from the Greeks^
in consequence of the vapours which are continually
taxing with it* When the chemist turns his attention
to the atmosphere, there are two things which naturally
engage his attention: First, to ascertain the substances
of which it is composed; and, secondly, to trace the
changes to which it is liable, I shall therefore divide
this Book into two Chapter*. In the first, I shall ex.
amine the component parts of the atmosphere ; and, in
the second, examine the changes to which it is liable^
under the title of